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sentence was written. Fox never said that he rejoiced that
the peace was a bad one for England, and he expressly
stated in that very letter that the reason he welcomed the
peace was that he knew, if it were delayed, it would be worse.
All that he welcomed was the humiliation of a party that
had called him a traitor for suggesting that peace should be
made on terms far less adverse to England, that had taken
his name off the Privy Council, that had been unsparing in
its use of the rougher expedients of party malice, and that
had omitted no means of fomenting public mistrust and
public hatred of him. For several years Fox had been the
daily target of offensive and indecent caricatures and lam-
poons ; he had been held up to public odium as a public
enemy, an association under the patronage of the Govern-
ment had incited mobs to break his house in, and he had
had to encounter all that an intolerant majority, and its
retinue of base and savage passion, could do to make life
intolerable. It would have been more large-minded to have
forgotten all that persecution in the hour of a sombre peace,
but it is rather hard to erect the fugitive pleasure Fox took
in the mortification of that party into a serious ancL solemn
impeachment of his patriotism.
There is one other canon of patriotism which must
be remembered in discussing this question. Some persons
argue that It Is unpatriotic to oppose a Government during
a war; an argument which means that whatever one party
may think good for the state, all others must accept on pain
of being thought bad patriots. If this is to be accepted as
the standard, Pitt Is just as guilty as Fox, for Pitt opposed
the American war when our condition was just as critical
as In the French war, and Pitt, Chatham, Fox, Burke, and
WIndham all alike stand condemned. The opposition to
the Government from 1792 to 1800 is to be distinguished
from that from 1804 to 1806, and some persons whilst
thinking the first opposition creditable and Intelligible, think
the second, the opposition of Fox, WIndham, and Grenville,
mere faction. Why, if Fox and his allies did not disapprove